
 

Cleaning Up a Meth Lab Site 

How to Hire a Certified Drug Lab Decontamination Contractor 

An illegal methamphetamine lab has been found on your property. Your Local Health Department (LHD) 

requires you to hire a Department of Health (DOH) certified clandestine drug lab (CDL) decontamination 

contractor. How do you know which company is right for you? To assist you in making a decision, the 

following guideline is provided: 

 

INFORMATION 
 

1. Contact the Local Health Department for decontamination requirements specific to your property.  

2. Visit the Web sites www.tpchd.org/page.php?id=185 and www.metrokc.gov/health/methlabs. 
 

PROCEDURE 
 

1. Use a currently certified DOH CDL Decontamination Contractor. A list is available at 

www.doh.wa.gov/ehp/ts/CDL/CDLContractorList.htm, or from local health departments. 

2. Confirm Labor and Industries (L&I) registration at www.lni.wa.gov/contractors. 

3. Interview 3-5 companies. Don’t just choose by location; many companies travel statewide.  

4. Receive proof of the following four documents: 1) WA State Department of Labor and Industries 

General Contractor’s License; 2) WA State Department of Licensing Business License; 3) DOH 

Clandestine Drug Lab Decontamination Contractor’s Certificate; and 4) Insurance Coverage. 

5. Discuss insurance coverage; General Liability Insurance and Contractor’s Pollution Insurance. 

6. Compare different contractor’s bids for both itemized work that will be done and total cost. 
 

EXPERIENCE 
 

Ask: 

1. The contractor for a list of previous CDL decontamination jobs, including references. 
2. The local health departments if they have audited the contractor, ask very specific questions such as, 

“How many times in the last 5 jobs has the contactor had to reclean?” and “How many times in the 

last 5 jobs has the contractor completed the job on schedule?” 

3. The contractor to explain their decontamination procedure: 

a. How does this compare to other CDL contractors’ procedures?  

b. Does it appropriately address local health department requirements?  

c. What is the timeline and date the job will be completed? 
4. Yourself what is important: professionalism; knowledge; and experience? 

 

COST 
 

Require the contractor to: 

1. Contact LHD for your property’s decontamination requirements. 

2. Visit the site. 

3. Provide an itemized bid that covers LHD’s requirements necessary to release property. 

4. Clarify additional costs not included in the bid, such as re-cleaning. 
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Dear Colleague,

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) is pleased to provide camera-
ready art for printing this educational material. To ensure that the original quality of
the piece is maintained, please read and follow the instructions below and the
specifications included for professional printing.

• Use the latest version. DOH materials are developed using the most current
information available, are checked for clinical accuracy, and are field tested
with the intended audience to ensure they are clear and readable. DOH
programs make periodic revisions to educational materials, so please check
this web site to be sure you have the latest version. DOH assumes no
responsibility for the use of this material or for any errors or omissions.

• Do not alter. We are providing this artwork with the understanding that it
will be printed without alterations and copies will be free to the public. Do
not edit the text or use illustrations or photographs for other purposes
without first contacting us. Please do not alter or remove the DOH logo,
publication number or revision date. If you want to use a part of this
publication for other purposes, contact the Office of Health Promotion first.

• For quality reproduction: Low resolution PDF files are intended for black
and white or color desktop printers. They work best if you are making only
one or two copies. High resolution PDF files are intended for reproducing
large quantities and are set up for use by professional offset print shops. The
high resolution files also include detailed printing specifications. Please match
them as closely as possible and insist on the best possible quality for all
reproductions.

If you have questions, contact:
Office of Health Promotion
P.O. Box 47833 Olympia, WA  98504-7833
(360) 236-3736

Sincerely,
Health Education Resource Exchange Web Team
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